Public urged to act now as Environment Agency redraws the map of flood risk 
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The Environment Agency today (Thursday) published the most comprehensive, up-to-date and easily accessible map of flood risk from rivers and the sea across England and Wales.  The launch of the new Flood Map marks the start of the Environment Agency's  annual awareness campaign to alert the public to the risk of flooding and help people to prepare in advance to minimise the damage.    

Replacing the Agency's previous 'indicative floodplain map', the new Flood Map enables homeowners and businesses in the floodplain to see online - for the first time – not just whether their area is at risk, but whether the risk is considered to be 'low', 'moderate' or 'significant', taking into account both proximity to rivers and the coast and the presence and protection afforded by flood defences. Improvements have also been made to the look and feel of the map to make it more user-friendly and to aid on-line navigation.   

Another new feature is the area covered by the map itself.  In the new Flood Map, the  outline has been extended to show the Environment Agency's best estimate of areas that could be affected by an extreme flood, recognising that the likelihood of flooding occurring at these outer margins of the mapped area could be as low as a one in one thousand chance in any year.  Including these 'low' risk areas, however, will help local authorities, for example, to make more informed planning decisions about flood risk and prevent inappropriate development in floodplains as well as making people in these areas aware that there could be a risk, however remote.  

The redrawn Flood Map uses a new digital model of England and Wales combined with local surveys and expert knowledge to give the most comprehensive picture of risk available to the public.   The map is more accurate than its predecessor, taking account of risks from 35% more (mainly smaller) rivers that were previously unmapped.  

The more refined mapping shows that in fact about 100,000 fewer properties (1.8million compared to 1.9million) fall within the area with a one in a hundred chance of flooding 
from rivers, or one in two hundred chance of flooding from the sea (the area covered by the old 'indicative floodplain map'), than previously thought .   Overall, however, the total number of properties covered by the new Flood Map is 2.2million, due largely to properties in the newly extended 'low' risk (one in one thousand chance) area being included for the first time. 

The Flood Map can be accessed on the website (see link to the left) and is supported by comprehensive information on steps to take to ensure that you and your properties are fully prepared in the event of flood. This could include knowing what the flood warning service is in your area and making sure you know what to do when a warning is issued through to preparing a flood plan and finding out how to make your home more flood resilient. The website also provides live flood warning updates in the event of flood. All of this information is also available via the Environment Agency’s 24-hour Floodline on 0845 988 1188.

Today's upgrading of the online map is part of the Environment Agency's £30 million five-year mapping programme.  Future initiatives will include mapping the predicted impacts of climate change; showing the speed and depth of floodwater and identifying particularly vulnerable groups - for example, older people - within flood prone areas.   The new map will be updated every three months as new information becomes available.

The Environment Agency campaign will also help people to take action to protect their homes and businesses - such as finding out where to turn off the gas and electricity or keeping sentimental and important documents in a safe place, through to installing flood products to help hold back flood water and understanding the flood warning service available in their area. 

Chairman of the Environment Agency, Sir John Harman said, “We want to provide as much information as possible as soon as it is available to help people understand if they are at risk and what to do to prepare for flooding.  Flooding is a natural phenomenon that will become more frequent as climate change leads to more extreme weather conditions. 
        
“There are practical steps we all must take to reduce the impact of flooding - and that starts with being better informed and using that information.  Our Flood Map is the most detailed and comprehensive currently available for the whole of England and Wales and we are encouraging everyone, particularly those living and working in areas prone to flooding, to use it. Find out whether or not you and your property, your family and friends, are at risk from flooding and decide what action you need to take – don’t leave it too late."

Mary Francis, Director General of the Association of British Insurers, said:

"The Flood Map is a valuable resource for everyone involved in flood management.
Property owners in areas at risk from flooding can take action to protect their
homes and belongings; planning authorities can ensure that development does not
proceed in inappropriate locations of the floodplain; and insurers can continue
to help and advise their customers on the basis of the best possible information.”
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Notes to Editors
· The Flood Map can be accessed see link to the right or alternatively contact the Environment Agency’s 24-hour Floodline on 0845 988 1188 to request the information. General information on flood can be found on the website. 

· The Flood Map shows the area of England and Wales that could be affected in the event of flooding from rivers and the sea without flood defences which is known as the natural floodplain. 

· For flooding from rivers the map indicates the extent of a flood with a 1% (1 in 100) chance of happening each year and for coastal areas a 0.5% (1 in 200) chance of happening each year. 

· The extent of an extreme flood is coloured turquoise and shows areas which could flood in exceptional circumstances - those with a risk of lower than 0.5% (1in 200) up to the 0.1% (1 in 1000) annual chance of flooding.  

· The likelihood of flooding has been calculated using predicted water levels and taking the location, type and condition of flood defences into account. 

‘Significant’ means that the annual chance of flooding in that area is 1.3%, or a 1 in 75 chance of flooding each year.    This means you should know what the flood warning service is in your area, prepare a flood plan and find out how to make your home more flood resilient. (see website/Floodline for further details)

‘Moderate’ means that the chance of flooding each year is 1.3% (1 in 75) or less, but greater than 0.5% (1 in 200). People should find out whether that area has flooded before, check whether there is a flood warning service in the area and make sure they know what to do when a warning is issued (see website/Floodline for further details) 

‘Low’ means that the chance of flooding each year is 0.5% (1 in 200) or less.  This outline is largely for planning purposes.  Although the likelihood is low, it is important that people are aware of the risk.  They should keep an eye on local weather forecasts and find out whether the Environment Agency issues a Flood Watch in the area. (see website/Floodline for further details)
       
Flood defences built to a certain standard within the last five years and the areas that benefit are also shown.  More defences and areas that benefit from them will be added in quarterly updates.

This more detailed and comprehensive map shows that there are now fewer properties (1.8m) than on the old Indicative Floodplain Map (1.9m) in the floodplain area at risk from floods with a 1% chance each year from rivers and a 0.5% chance each year from the sea, ignoring the effect of defences.  However, there are now an additional 400,000 properties that could also be affected by an extreme flood with up to a 0.1% (1 in 1000) chance each year.

Overall the new Flood Map has identified a net 300,000 more properties at risk compared to the previous 'Indicative Floodplain Map'.

Supplementary information available on request:
- Overview and strategy for Flood Mapping
- National and regional facts and figures on flooding
- Funding information 
- Flood warning codes fact sheet
- Imagery of the Flood Map.
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